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Placement Case Study

Adoptive Family Sabotaged by Foster Family

A Washington
\Y
% foster family says
= they are not

interested in adopting the
five year old boy they have
been fostering for nearly a
year.

An out of state adoptive
family was selected by
DCFS and asked to fly to
Washington to complete
the placement transition.
Not only was this family
overwhelming selected as
the right placement, but
they are less than an
hour’s drive to the child's
half siblings. The adoptive
family of the half siblings
are very excited about this
placement and cannot wait
for the kids to see each
other.

Sound like a potential
match?

In most cases, this would
have been an ideal
situation in which to place
this little boy.

What went wrong?

The foster parents
discovered that the little
boys forever family was a
male couple. The family
contacted their private
agency who is contracted
by the department for
placement and licensing.

"We will keep the child so
he doesn't have to go to
that kind of family!” -
states the foster family.

The agency and family
begin pressuring the

Families Like Ours, GLBTQ: SAFE program

child's worker and
department.

Unfortunately for the
pre-adoptive family and
the child; the child’s
caseworker did not receive
the support to make this
placement happen. The
child remains with the
foster family who originally
did not want to adopt him,
but is now "willing“to
keep him.

"They are a good foster
family and we don‘t want
to lose them” — comments
one of the professional
team members.

This case presents many
educational, diversity,
licensing and potential
legal issues for the state.

FLO’s GLBTQ: SAFE team
was able to calm down the
adoptive family and
provide family specific
services. FLO continues to
support this case with
education to all parties on
the departments
discrimination policies.

For more information,
contact Families Like Ours
at 1-877-230-3055.

Case Issues

* FOSTER FAMILY SABOTAGES AN
ADOTPIVE FAMILY BASED ON
FAMILY STRUCTURE

O CHILDS WORKER DOES NOT
RECEIVE SUPPORT TO FOLLOW
APPROVED PLACEMENT PLAN

FLO's, GLBTQ: SAFE
Program Results

o REVIEW OF SITUATION TO
SUPPORT THE CHILD'S NEEDS

o PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL
TRAINING, RESOURCES AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
FOSTER FAMILY, PRIVATE
AGENCY, AND DEPARTMENT

o FRONTLINE SUPPORT FOR THE
ADOPTIVE FAMILY THROUGHOUT
THE CASE

® EDUCATION OF ALL PARTIES ON
THE DEPARTMENT POLICIES
REGARDING DISCRIMINATION

o REFER TO LICENSING FOR
REVIEW AND ACTION
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