
 

 

• How to support this 

teen’s grief and loss with 

an counselor in the 

GLBTQ field 

• Permanency planning for 

a gay youth that was 

almost 18 

In this case, FLO’s GLBTQ: 

SAFE program was able to 

assist this worker 

immediately by identifying a 

safe foster placement and 

referrals to an experienced 

counselor.   

Throughout the case, FLO 

provided frontline support 

for this caseworker by 

answering questions and 

helping the worker educate 

the team working with the 

adoptive family in attempts 

to reunited the youth.   

CASE UPDATE: 

Youth stayed with his foster 

family beyond his 18th 

birthday; adoptive family 

and teen have been working 

on reuniting with the help of 

a therapist. 

For more information,  

contact Families Like Ours at 

1-877-230-3055.  

 

 

 

 

At just under three years 

old a little boy was 

adopted from the foster 

care system by his 

“forever”  family.  Fourteen 

years later the teen 

identified himself as gay. 

The adoptive family 

rejected him and tried to 

take steps to dissolve the 

adoption.   

Sound beyond imaginable? 

This is just one example of 

why a program like SAFE 

was created by Families 

Like Ours.   

Upon re-entering the foster 

system again, the teen’s 

caseworker was referred to 

Families Like Ours for 

resources that would 

support this child in finding 

a temporary placement, 

and if needed, longer term 

permanency planning.  The 

teen was also in need of 

specialized counseling 

support to help him 

through the grief and loss 

of his adoptive family and 

coming out process.   

This case presented 

specific issues that the 

caseworker had never 

experienced before: 

• How to find a family 

willing to take a GLBTQ 

youth 

Family Rejects Gay Adopted Son 

Families Like Ours, GLBTQ: SAFE program  

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgendered &       

Questioning Youth: Supportive Adoption & 

Foster Education is a private-public partnership 

designed to provide support and education assistance 

in the  permanency planning for GLBTQ foster youth, 

families, and professional teams including agencies 

and placement workers.  

www.familieslikeours.org 

Case Issues 

• 17 YEAR OLD MALE     
IDENTIFIES HIMSELF AS GAY 
TO ADOPTIVE PARENTS 

• ADOPTIVE FAMILY REJECTS 
CHILD AND HE RE-ENTERS 
FOSTER CARE SYSTEM 

FLO’s, GLBTQ: SAFE     

Program Results 

• FOSTER PLACEMENT    
SUPPORT FOR THE YOUTH 

• PERMANENCY PLANNING 
WITH A FAMILY            
PRE-IDENTIFIED TO     
SUPPORT A GLBTQ YOUTH 

• REFERRAL FOR GRIEF AND 
LOSS SUPPORT FOR THE 
TEEN 

• RESOURCES FOR FAMILY TO 
HELP REUNIFICATION 

G L B T Q :  S A F E  ( G a y ,  L e s b i a n ,  B i s e x u a l ,  T r a n s g e n d e r e d  a n d  Q u e s t i o n i n g –  

Y o u t h :  S u p p o r t i v e  A d o p t i o n  &  F o s t e r  E d u c a t i o n )  

Families Like Ours (FLO)—GLBTQ: SAFE program 

Placement Case Study 

Helping Support Youth  

& Families 


